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MEMQORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
THROUGH: ‘Deputy Director {Plans)
SUBYEGT: Reciprocal Communications Rights to Selected

Foreign Governments

}. Kecently there was srgenized under the egis of the Asslstant
Di rector of the Office of Defense Mobnilization for Telecommunications,
an ad hoc committee to atudy ways and :ueans of enabling the State
Departir ent to assure itself of the n:iniraun. essential facilities for
seliable exchange of telegraphic communications with and among U, -,
Foreign Service posts abroad. Nwrerous instances of civil strife ia
foreign countries, which wsually result in disruption of communication
coannels, such as that recsntly experienced in Buenos Alres, make
such facilities mandatory. The availability of facilities which can
assure an uwuinterrupted flow of commundcations, particularly in tices
of emergency, is of grave concern of tihe Departinent of s>tate and ob-
vicusly of equal concera te this Agency.

é. - The ad hoc commmittee, comprised of representatives fram VDM,
OsD, FCC, FBI, ClA and 3tate, conasidered various aspects of the prob-
ler: and concluded that = staff paper settlag forth all relevant detail snould
e prepared. A small werking group fron: ClA aad 5State have prepared
such a paper wiich is attached. This study will be presented to the Burcau
of the Budget as the ovasis for White House appraval of a pla: to faclude
in the Administration’s legislative program, modification of the Cornmuni~
cations Act of 1934 to permit the granting of reciprocal radio commaunica-
tion rights to selected foreign govern.cents when deented to be in the
best interest of the United States.

3. Prior tc fermal presentation to the Bureau of the Budget, the
Agsistant Director for Teleconmunications, ODM, has asited that the
staff study be circulated lnforiraily to the agencies concerned and con-
currence obtained. It is then intended to transmit the ataff study for-
wally, under cover of a letter from the Department of State, tou the
s gencies of interest witi a reguest for formal concurreace. It is my
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understanding that the Department of Defense, and the FCC nave agreed
not to laterpose any ebjections to the foregoing action. A previous staff
study prepared within the Agency recoinmending the granting of recipro-
cal communications rights to selected nations was concurred in by the
DD/I, DD/P and the Legal Counsel.

4. dince it is inipossible to anticlpate when disruptions Ay occur ia
the provision of vital commuaications services abroad, resolution of thi«
problem appsars to warrant early action by all concerned. Unless advised
to the coatrary, I intend to concur informally in the attached paper, and
I recommend your fornal concurrence whea it is presented to you in tne
near future.

25X1A9a

Director of Corvanuanlcations

Attacihiment
Staff Study

cc: DD/P
DD/s,

Approved For Release 2002/02%DP78-04718A001500100009-7



Approved For Release 2002/02/11 : CIA-RDP78-04718A001500100009-7

MISSING PAGE

ORIGINAL DOCUMENT MISSING PAGE(S):

CHin NresAls

Approved For Release 2002/02/11 : CIA-RDP78-04718A001500100009-7



